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PTCIF has new unit now called Digital Communications India Forum (DCIF),
since 2015

A peek into founding Organisation (1994-2014)

Honouring & acknowledging the 20 years of PTCIF the founding organisation of
DCIF

The Pacific Telecommunications Council India foundation (PTCIF) was established in
1994 and functions as per the Memorandum & Articles of the Association of the PTCIF,
written under the Spirit of the Pacific Telecommunications Council, Hawaii, USA. It is a
non-profit, non-governmental organization registered wunder the Societies
Registration Act 1860 of India.( NO. 8/26858 of 1994)

PTCIF formed in 1994, its office was located at New Delhi, India. Its main objective were
to promote general awareness of diverse telecommunication requirements of the country.
DCIF has members from all parts of the country and brings together all those who have
interest of Telecom / IT / Broadcasting and Information Systems / Services in India. The
multifaceted body’s members include planners, users and providers of Telecom and
networks, equipment, and services.

PTCIF Foundation has 150 members, both Corporate and Individuals. Elections are held
every two years for a Board of Trustees and the Executive Committee Members under
Memorandum & Articles of Association, Rules, and Regulations of the Council.

PTC India Foundation has consistently operated as a forum of experts and intellectuals,
thinking and functioning towards benefiting India and the South-Asia region.



During its journey of 20 years of existence, PTCIF has emerged as a multifaceted body,
which includes planners, users, providers of ICT equipment and services, government
officials, academia, lawyers and professionals.

It has been truly an independent professional body. During these two decades it has
advocated convergence in the communication sector with its enriched debates,
dispassionate analysis and taking a futuristic perspective.

PTC India Foundation acknowledges the help and guidance provided by Late Mr Richard
J. Barber, Executive Director, PTC, USA, during initial years of formation of PTC India
Foundation.

During the past Twenty years, PTCIF has organized a number conferences, seminars
and round table discussions on frequent intervals on key issues in the ICT sectors and
on several occasions made presentations to the Parliamentary Standing Committees.

It is with great satisfaction to PTC India Foundation, that some of its recommendations
were considered and included by the Government of India while formulating policies,
Regulations and the National Telecom Policy 2012.

In 2015 Digital Communications India Forum (DCIF) is born

Ever changing scene of Telecommunications world

The world Telecom scene keeps changing with emergence of latest technologies and new
business models. It is therefore important for Indian ICT Industry to meet these
challenges while keeping in view the interests of the users & stakeholders constituting
the Digital Ecosystem.

In 2015, keeping in view new aspirations of Digital India, and to stay abreast with fast
changing times at rates never witnessed, fuelled by innovations in Digital technologies &
new aspirations of Digital India, PTCIF was transformed into its current avatar Digital
Communications India Forum (DCIF).

Now Digital Communications India Forum (DCIF) earlier known as PTC India Foundation
is a membership based non-profit, non-governmental organization.

In a way DCIF, may be termed as A Unit of PTC India Foundation

Accordingly, DCIF is gearing up to organize conferences and seminars, to promote free
flow of thoughts and addresses specific issues to assist in solving the present and future
problem areas. It further communicates recommendations of the Forum to the national
and international organizations responsible for framing Telecommunication / IT /
Broadcast policies.



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Pawan Garg
President Dated the 11th March 2024

It gives me great pleasure to introduce the Newsletter of the Digital Communication
India Forum (DCIF). The Newsletters are an important medium to inform Members about
the activities of the Forum, which take place from time to time.

The PTC India Foundation, of which DCIF is a Unit, was established in 1994, and
is the oldest telecom industry body in India. With various developments & progress in the
telecom arena, the Digital communications have become all pervasive. The name of the
Telecommunication Commission has also been changed to ‘Digital Communication
Commission’. Hence, in the year 2018, it was discussed and decided that the name of
PTC India Foundation should be amended to synchronize with these developments in the
field of telecommunications.

Accordingly, the name ‘Digital Communication India Forum’ (DCIF) was adopted.
Since the Registration of the Organisation, the Bank Account and other essential/ basic
documents are in the name of Pacific Telecommunication Council (PTC) India
Foundation, the DCIF has been made as a Unit of the PTC India Foundation.

All efforts are being made by the Executive Committee and the Management Group
to take DCIF to the glorious heights achieved by PTC India Foundation. Monthly webinars
on contemporary topics are being held, besides various other activities. The Newsletter is
also a step in this direction.

I wish to congratulate Mr. K K Minocha, Mr. Vijay Gupta and all others associated
with the Newsletter, and place on record my sincere thanks for their efforts. I hope the
Newsletter will serve its important role of spreading information about the DCIF activities
among all Members and wish the Newsletter a great success. I am sure the Editorial Team
would welcome comments & suggestions from Members for making the Newsletter
increasingly useful.

(Pawan Garg)



FROM SECRETARY GENERAL’S DESK

Greetings to all the valued members of the Digital Communication India
Forum. It is a matter of great pleasure and satisfaction that we at DCIF have
been able to restart our Monthly Newsletter. Objective of this newsletter is to
sum up all the activities that have happened over the month, including the
webinars, meetings etc., besides circulation of the views of the experts, on
various happenings in the domain of telecom, broadcasting and information
technologies.

Members of the Newsletter Working Group have put in a lot of efforts in getting
this started. All the members are requested to send their suggestions for
improvement to the Newsletter. It is hoped that the all the members would
benefit from this effort.

During the past one year, we have had webinars on different subjects,
involving experts within the Forum, and also outside. We hawve recently had a
webinar on Indian Telecommunications Act 2023-Impact on the Indian
Telecom Scenario during January 2024. Based on our deliberations , we
have since sent our recommendations to the Department of Telecom for
incorporation in the guidelines, being formulated by them.

We are thankful to the members who have contributed towards improving
the financial health of the organisation, besides providing seed money for the
physical event being held during the current financial year 2023-24.,

We are planning a physical event during March 2024

We hope that in future too, members of various Working Groups would be
able to contribute their papers, for furthering the development of Telecom,
Broadcasting and ICTs in the country.

Sincerely yvours,

Vimal Wakhlu
Secretary General

Digital Communications India Forum




FROM EDITOR’S DESK

Dear readers,

Welcome to the first edition of Newsletter “Digital Tarang” issued by Digital
Communications India Forum (DCIF), where we proudly present in this edition
past and present story of the DCIF forum, events at DCIF, collection knowledge of
info from within and other important sources pertaining to telecommunications.

This is our first endeavour in this direction and hope to refine Digital Tarang in
forthcoming issues.

Transformation is way of life & is continuous process more so when life is technology
driven.

Today it is difficult to imagine a society without connectivity. The meaning & context of
connectivity and evolving services is ever changing with time and so are the means
and ways of remaining connected, thanks to technology & innovation.

I recall in hindsight connectedness meant telegram, land line telephone, cable &
satellite TV, print media etc. Success of mobile phones is phenomenal in reaching
masses.

Also recalling with Nostalgia country bid good bye to 160-year-old Telegraph service
with the closure of BSNL CTO at Janpath, New Delhi on 15/7/2013.

Anolog systems have given way to Digital, in between coexisting in network for some
time as technologies evolve in time & investments in previous technologies are
recovered. In digital world itself TDM & disparate networks have transformed to IP
based converged networks. Services too have converged. In telecom world we hear
death of voice & distance

Mobility has become way of life.

Mobile SMS which ruled the world scene for past 25 years is being completely
overtaken by instant messaging like What’s App, we chat & Viber and the like. Cable
TV with its wide reach covers large number of households in predominantly Analog
till recently will turning digital opening new avenues for data services to cover larger
section of masses, on this last mile connectivity.

As the data and digital consumption are rising the meaning of Broadband is itself
changing. In our country we have moved from narrow band phenomena of 50 bauds
(in telegram era) 9600 bauds dial up PSTN, 64 kbps to 256 kbps ADSL era and now
512 kbps and increasing in speed & so on. With rising speed come new type
applications.

India, being the fastest growing economy with the second largest population in the
world, has a significant stake in the AI revolution. Recognising Al’s potential to
transform economies and the need for India to strategise its approach, Hon’ble
Finance Minister, in his budget speech for 2018 — 2019, mandated NITI Aayog to



establish the National Program on Al, with a view to guiding the research and
development in new and emerging technologies.

India began with increased focus on Al with program #AlforAll began in 2018 with
NEETI Ayog releasing a document on National Strategy for Artificial Intelligence see
following paragraph quoted below from document.

#AlforAll: Technology Leadership for Inclusive Growth as per NEETI Ayog

Readers may like to have a look at first document on National Strategy prepared
by NEETI Ayog on link below:

National Strategy for Artificial Intelligence (niti.gov.in)

Since than lot of water has flown in Al arena world over including our country. Al
has entered for good in every sector viz. health, education, Judiciary Journalism
defence etc. Al has entered public consciousness with the launch of
ChatGPT3.5/4 by company called Open Al

Recalling our educational careers prior to mid-eighties many of the
students had access to traditional books & slide rules. Interestingly now
students today have access to internet, world wide web & ChatGPT tool.

This has changed the game.

(See Tweet on X in Tech corner by Mr V. Ramgopal Rao, Ph.D. professor IIT Delhi
@ramgopal rao Feb 5, 2023)

Interestingly all technologies bring good bad & ugly with as integrated package.
Unintended consequences have to be guarded as Nuclear, Plastics, Processed
Foods, Fertilizer, Data abuse gave enough Learning.

(See Tweet on X by @kkminocha Jun 18, 2022 in Tech corner below.)

Recently Our Honourable PM too has raised concerns around misinformation
generation in fast developing Al era such as ‘Deep fake’ videos & audios,
along with reaping new technological opportunities for good the Al creates.
Further issues related to data prevention, ethical consideration, AI
regulation and the need of robust cyber security measures.

Now Communications throughout the Globe, is moving towards 5G hand held
smart phone devices, IOT, Industry 4.0, powerful hyper Data centres as hub
for Al development as manifested by proliferation of large number of startups
in India.

Our country with push from Government is taking lead in 6G now and
focusing on new quantum computing.

We will talk about these issues step by step in our next issues

By the time you read this issue and the next newsletter is released, Technology
present would have become more challenging to cope up with the time.

We thank all the authors & members newsletter team for their contributions and
valuable input/suggestions.

It is hoped that readers will find it useful.


https://www.niti.gov.in/sites/default/files/2023-03/National-Strategy-for-Artificial-Intelligence.pdf

DCIF request our Readers to send their contributions; like technical paper,
field case studies etc for Publication in the next issue. We also request your
valuable comments & suggestions to improve the reality of this new letter.

Happy reading! Warm regards !!

K. K. Minocha
Editor
&
Vijay Kumar Gupta

Lead Co-Editor



Tech corner

Good Bad & Ugly in Technology

@kkminocha Jun 18, 2022 Replying to @FoxNews

DIGITAL world has its Good Bad & Ugly.

Willy Nilly All these come as a package

Enthusiasts can be Gung Ho turning everything & humanity into DIGITAL avatar
Unintended consequences have to be guarded as technologies like Nuclear, Plastics,
Processed Foods, Fertilizer, Data abuse gave us enough Learning.

Staying relevant in the post-ChatGPT era

Tweet on X by V. Ramgopal Rao, Ph.D. @ramgopal _rao Feb 5, 2023

Staying relevant in the post-ChatGPT era. A few suggestions for students. #creativity
#innovation #ChatGPT #education

Staying relevant in the post-ChatGPT era. A few pointers for students.

| used to tell students that, if they aren’t creative, Google will replace them. Now with
#ChatGPT on the harizan, and having used it for a few months now, | tell them, even if yvou
are creative, there is a possibility that ChatGPT may replace you.

So whal do you do Lo stay relevant?
Here are my 5 pointers. You may add more.

1. Continuous learming and upgradation af skills is very important. Half shelf life of
knowledge is becoming shorter and shorter. Learn to use new tools like ChatGPT
effectively to boost your personal and group's productivity. Just as you don't hire a
driver who can't use Google Maps, na company will hire you in the future if you can't
use these tools effectively. Always remember, technology can be a useful servant but
a dangerocus master,

2. Innavation will thrive in the days to come. Innavatian is going beyond creativity.
Innovation is about generating value for your ideas. There is encugh evidence to
suggest that your connections and networks are more impoertant for innovation than
vour knowledge and creativity. So netwoerk with people coming from different
cultures, attitudes and backgrounds. Don’t be a cocoon.

3. Never be shallow and casual about anything you do. If your jeb is getting toa routine,
taoa comfartable and it you aren’'t leaming anything new, believe me, the jabisn't going
to last long.

4. Learn to be an effective team player. In a Leam, always remember, whal mallers the
most is how good you are for the team than your own individual excellence.

5. When yvou decide an any career path, don't fall for the salary packages or the FOMO
factors. Decide with your heart, but let the mind takeover and do all the planning next.
As a famous poet once said, let your desires be guided by heart, and the achieverments
by your mind. If you take all your decisions by your mind, you may never find your
passion and may never do anything great. If you always lel your heart to decide, you
may not be able to deal with the repercussions. As the saying goes, when you find your
passian, you will find your purpose. Heart-Mind coordination is essential far this.

V Ramgopazl Rao, IIT Delhi
rraoc&iitd.ac.in




Recent EVENTS at DCIF
DCIF Webinar ChatGPT - Boon or Bane on 19th March 2023.

Webinar on-Spectrum for Satcom, Date: 28th April 2023, Time: 4:00 pm to 5:00 pm

Webinar on-Leveraging Technology for Rural Health in India Date: 23rd June 2023

Broadcasting: Conventional Versus New Technologies: Date: 28th July 2023

Webinar on Indian Telecom Act 2023- Impact on Indian Telecom Scenario Date:
14th January 2024

Speakers: Sri S D Saxena, Sri R R Prasad, Sri N K Mathur, Dr. Satya Gupta, Sri
Rakesh Mehrotra, Sri Pawan Garg & Moderator Sri Vimal Wakhlu

Leveraging Al in Broadcasting
Abstract

The media industry has undergone a significant transformation with the
emergence of artificial intelligence (Al) technologies. These cutting-edge tools have
revolutionized various aspects of the media landscape, from content creation
and curation to audience engagement and monetization.

This presentation explores the ways in which Al is used in the media industry,
exploring real-life examples that highlight its impact and potential. Al has opened
up new horizons in content creation, empowering media professionals to harness
their creativity in unprecedented ways.

While AI presents numerous advantages in the media industry, it is crucial to
address the ethical considerations and potential pitfalls associated with its use.

Al presents numerous advantages in the media industry, it is crucial to address
the ethical considerations and potential pitfalls associated with its use.

One key concern relates to the spread of misinformation or “deepfakes.”

Al algorithms can be used to generate highly convincing fake videos or audios,
making it increasingly difficult to differentiate between real and fabricated
content.

Since Quakebot’s landmark story, the use of Al has exploded in media and news
broadcasting and is now used by some of the biggest names in the industry — The
Associated Press, Reuters, The Washington Post, Forbes, Bloomberg, and more.

The use of Artificial Intelligence (Al) for broadcasting applications have used
Machine Learning (ML) and Artificial Intelligence (Al) in working broadcast
programme and production efforts.

ITU Report on Al in Broadcasting has been discussed.

Other Al capabilities discussed in this presentation are: 1-Automated Search
Capabilities, 2-Media File Specific Segment Retrieval, 3-Automated Editing, 4-
Content Moderation, 5-Content Research and Aggregation, 6-Content Creation,
7-Fact Checking , 8-Content Tailoring, 9-Consumer Communications, etc.

Broadcasting Artificial intelligence is a growing field, but its value to media and
news broadcasting is already established. AI can make news reporting faster,


https://dcif.org.in/dcif-webinar-chatgpt
https://www.dcif.org.in/spectrum-for-satcom
https://assets.zyrosite.com/mp8XbORxjzuJ8DlG/screenshot-2023-06-21-105431-mp8Xb95MBjiPqzVJ.png
https://assets.zyrosite.com/mp8XbORxjzuJ8DlG/broadcastinng--conventional-vs-new-technologies-AwvL694061serV0K.pdf

reduce research time, improve the quality of data, prevent the spread of fake news,
boost consumer engagement, and help choose appropriate and successful
projects.

However, as Al continues to evolve, media organizations must also address the
ethical considerations and challenges it brings.

By embracing responsible Al practices and maintaining a critical eye towards
potential pitfalls, the media industry can harness the full potential of Al, while
ensuring truth, accuracy, and fairness in the digital age.

Domestic & Global News, Technological, Policy Trends

Links from respective to be provided.....

Govt allows Cable TV infrastructure sharing with broadband providers |
Communications Today

Allocate lower 6GHz band for unlicensed use, upper for telecom, TRAI | Communications
Today

TRAI proposes rating framework to improve digital connectivity in India |
Communications Today

TRAI considers open, de-licensed spectrum use in THz range | Communications Today

Newsletter team of DCIF:

Shri Vijay Gupta, Lead Co- editor
Shri Sahib Dayal Saxena, Co-editor
Shri H C Soni , Co-editor

Shri K. K. Minocha, Co-editor

M
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https://www.communicationstoday.co.in/govt-allows-cable-tv-infrastructure-sharing-with-broadband-providers/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=September5
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